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The Development Centre of the Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development was established by decision of the OECD Council on 23rd
October 1962 and comprises twenty-four member countries of the OECD:
Austria, Belgium, Canada, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Iceland, Treland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, Mexico,
the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, the United States, Spain, Sweden
and Switzerland, as well as Argentina and Brazil from March 1994. The
Commission of the Furopean Communities also takes part in the Centre’s
Advisory Board.

The purpose of the Centre is to bring together the knowledge and
experierce available in member countries of both economic development and
the formulation and execution of general economic policies; to adapt such
knowledge and experience to the actual needs of countries or regions in the
process of development and to put the results at the disposal of the countries
by appropriate means.

The Centre has a special and autonomous position within the OECD
which enables it to enjoy scientific independence in the execution of its task.
Nevertheless, the Centre can draw upon the experience and knowledge
available in the OFCD in the development field.

The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as an
autonomous organization in 1968. It is a regional research centre for scholars
and other specialists concerned with modern Southeast Asia, particularly the
multi-faceted problems of stability and security, economic development, and
political and social change.

The Institute is governed hy a twenly-two-member Board of Trustees
comprising nominees from the Singapore Government, the National
University of Singapore, the various Chambers of Commerce, and professional
and civic organizations. A ten-man Executive Committee oversecs day-to-day
operations; it is chaired by the Director, the Institute’s chief academic and
administrative officer.
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