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National University of Singapore on 1 December 2003. The Centre is 
named after a distinguished NUS alumnus Professor Saw Swee-Hock, 
whose generous endowed gift has enabled the founding of this Centre. 
The Saw Centre is situated within the vibrant community of the renowned 
NUS Business School.

The Saw Centre’s purpose is to conduct quality research, educational 
activities and training programmes related to the financial services 
industry in the Asia Pacific region. With the resources of the university 
and active contribution from industry professionals, it is a resource 
centre that will benefit both academics and practitioners.

The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was 
established as an autonomous organization in 1968. It is a regional 
centre dedicated to the study of socio-political, security and economic 
trends and developments in Southeast Asia and its wider geostrategic 
and economic environment. The Institute’s research programmes are 
the Regional Economic Studies (RES, including ASEAN and APEC), 
Regional Strategic and Political Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social 
and Cultural Studies (RSCS).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued more 
than 2,000 books and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of 
research about Southeast Asia from within the region. ISEAS Publishing 
works with many other academic and trade publishers and distributors to 
disseminate important research and analyses from and about Southeast 
Asia to the rest of the world.
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Preface

In January 2010, the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies 
(ISEAS) and the Saw Centre for Quantitative Finance, 
NUS Business School, jointly organized the International 
Conference on Managing Economic Crisis in Southeast Asia. 
The seven papers included in this book consist of a selection 
of the papers presented in the conference, and subsequently 
revised for publication. Chapter 1 was specifically written 
by the volume editor to highlight the more salient features 
of the similar as well as different approaches adopted by the 
countries to combat the global financial crisis that impacted 
the region.

I would like to thank the chapter writers for their excellent 
cooperation for presenting the papers in the conference and, 
more importantly, for revising the papers for publication. My 
thanks also go to Mrs Triena Ong of ISEAS Publications Unit 
for overseeing the expeditious publication of the book.

Saw Swee-Hock
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