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The IIAS/ISEAS Series on Maritime Issues and Piracy in Asia is an initiative to catalyse 
research on the topic of piracy and robbery in the Asian seas. Considerable attention in the 
popular media has been directed to maritime piracy in recent years reflecting the fact/perception 
that piracy is again a growing concern for coastal nations of the world. The epicentre of global 
pirate activity is the congested sea-lanes of Southeast Asia but attacks have been registered 
in wide-scattered regions of the world.

The International Institute for Asian Studies (IIAS) is a post-doctoral research centre 
based in Leiden and Amsterdam, the Netherlands. IIAS’ main objective is to encourage Asian 
studies in the humanities and social sciences — and their interaction with other sciences — by 
promoting national and international co-operation in these fields. IIAS publications reflect the 
broad scope of the Institute’s interests.

The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established in Singapore as an 
autonomous organization in 1968. It is a regional centre dedicated to the study of socio-political, 
security and economic trends and developments in Southeast Asia and its wider geostrategic 
and economic environment. ISEAS Publishing has issued over 2,000 scholarly books and 
journals since 1972.
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