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FOREWORD

O

n a recent visit to Beijing (March
2008) for the Lien Ying Chow Legacy Fellowship Council, I was privileged
to meet up with several researchers from three Chinese “think tanks”, one
of which was the Chinese Communist Party School in China’s capital. We
were engaged for three hours on the topic “ruling with the consent of
the people”.
In the Chinese political lexicon, there is a classic Chinese saying that “an
emperor must have the mandate of heaven to rule”, and he rules only “with
the consent of the people”. In today’s political context, the right to govern
goes to the political party winning the most number of parliamentary seats
in a general election. But whether the mandate to rule is won in a general
election or by force of arms when one dynasty overthrows another, no emperor
or government can rule without the consent of the people.
In my view, it is too simple for “democrats” to argue that the only manifestation
of consent is through the ballot box. We all know that the ballot box can
be stuffed and the will of the people perverted by bribes and corruption. It
is also true that effete, corrupt and tyrannical regimes can and, indeed, should
be overthrown by force, if necessary. I am told that a basic tenet of Chinese
political philosophy goes so far as to advocate that it is the duty of good men
to overthrow a bad emperor. Contrary to the perception of arch conservatives,
the Chinese elite are as passionate about obtaining the consent of the people
as much as “true blue” democrats in the West.
Chinese thinkers through the ages believe that improving the livelihood of
the people is the foremost duty of the state. So it is with us in Singapore.
Had we not concentrated on creating employment opportunities for our people,
Singapore today would not be very different from countries much larger and
better endowed than ourselves wracked by unemployment and racial conflicts
seeded in poverty. East Asian countries or economies such as China, Japan,
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South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore all believe that improving
the livelihood of their people is the only way to achieve social harmony. In
turn, harmony provides choice in selecting leaders. Choice through universal
suffrage is one, but not the only, manifestation of choice.
When I was an undergraduate at the University of Malaya (1955–59),
I read the works of two great development economists, namely Professor
Arthur Lewis of Manchester University and Professor Walt Rostow of Columbia
University. Practicing economists in the ministries of finance, and trade and
industry of developing countries will find Professor Lewis very engaging dealing
with problems such as unemployment, subsistence farming, low education
standards, poor health conditions, and the myriad other problems finance
and economic ministries face each working day.
Professor Rostow’s five stages of economic growth serve better as the theoretical
underpinning of thinking on how countries develop. Economic growth in most
countries begins with agriculture. Agriculture is the basic foundation of most
economies providing a livelihood to the larger part of the population. Agriculture
occupies the most land area.
Only when agriculture produces an economic surplus will there be demand
for the goods produced by the craftsman. Only when the craftsman produces
a surplus will there be demand for the services of the teacher, the physician
and the entertainer. So economic development in countries such as China, India
and Indonesia must begin with the modernization of agriculture. Self-sustaining
growth takes off only when agriculture with its vast rural heartlands raises
their productivity, producing more than what they need for subsistence.
Professor Rostow’s model of the structure of growth applies to a closed
economy. As all economies are now integrated into the global economy,
international competitiveness depends on where the country or economy stands
in each of the five phases of growth. The first phase of growth is characterized
by low (wage) cost production requiring simple skills or technology.
On opening up an economy, from a command economy as in the case
of China in 1978, or a free enterprise economy behind high tariff walls,
as in the case of Singapore in 1965 when we separated from Malaysia, most
developing countries achieve rapid rates of growth (10 per cent plus) enjoying
the low hanging fruits of cheap labour and accessible technology. As production
costs of consumer products rise in advanced economies of the West and
Japan, Singapore, China, Korea, Taiwan and now Vietnam are able to export
garments, toys, TV sets, personal computers and other consumer products
to Western markets.
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Even as their economies grow, China, India, Vietnam, Korea and Taiwan
will be able to offer low cost production simply because of their large population
base. Because of their respect for education, these countries have deep talent
pools increasingly schooled in science and technology. In my view, these are
very formidable low-cost, high-tech economies. China is such an economy
today. Japan was such an economy thirty years ago. Because of Singapore’s
small population base, our wages will rise whenever there is a surge in the
demand for labour. Though our schools and universities are second to none,
our talent pool is minuscule compared with other Asian giants.
Inevitably, wage and other infrastructural costs will rise. Will we then be
in danger of becoming a high-cost, low-tech economy? We have to move up
to the league of high-cost, high-tech countries in North America, Russia, Western
Europe and Japan. We have to aim to be a high-cost, high-tech country like
Finland which overcome competition in low-cost, high-tech countries like China
and India through sheer superior engineering. It is telling that in Finland, the
engineer is more valued than the manager. In fact, engineers decline promotion
to managerial jobs.
In fifty years, Singapore has moved from a Third World city of slums and
unemployment to arguably a first world city. Unlike our starting point when
we plucked the low hanging fruits of a low-cost, low-tech economy, managing
success is infinitely a more complex and challenging task today. How do we
remain competitive in a global knowledge-based world?
Most of the contributors to this publication are better schooled in political
science than I am. It is said that man does not live by bread alone. True, but
it is bread or livelihood that make informed political choices possible. The
People’s Action Party (PAP) government has governed Singapore since 1959,
winning every general election along the way. It can be said that it has obtained
the “mandate of heaven”. After overcoming the ideologues of the Barisan Sosialis
in 1963, the PAP has governed with the consent of the people by delivering
on jobs and housing.
The older generation among us still shudders at the recollection of slum
housing with the system of bucket toilets. We have come a long way from
the Singapore of the 1950s and 1960s. Our children are better educated than
ourselves. With intellectual skills and savvy, the young Singaporean can hold
his own with his counterpart in New York, London, Beijing and Tokyo.
Some Singaporeans have climbed to the top ranks of international companies.
Yet I detect some angst among our elite. It worries me that each year some
1,000 of our best and brightest leave our shores to be replaced by Chinese
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and Indian talents who depart from their own countries, perhaps for the same
reasons our young leave Singapore.
Managing economic success is tough. Managing political success is even tougher.
In corporate lingo it all boils down to succession planning. In political science,
there are two models of succession planning. In Plato’s Republic, the philosopher
king is selected by his peers. He is the first among equals. I must confess
that intellectually I am partial to this model. Why? Because the head rules
more than the heart.
However much the Platonic ideal appeals to us, it is still flawed. Its very
virtue sows the seed of its own destruction. The philosopher king once chosen
by his peers cannot be removed by them except through God’s intervention.
The philosopher king fossilizes into a dictator. Or like the emperor, he and
not his peers chooses his successor. In a monarchy, he chooses one of his offspring.
On the other hand, succession via the ballot box is also fraught with danger.
In a freak election, the electorate may well elect a government whose sole
aim to get into power is to loot and plunder the treasury. Is there a middle
way? I would leave it to political scientists to ponder this question.
One possible way is to have the electorate realize that if they choose a rogue
government they will lose everything they possess, their livelihoods, their property,
even their lives. In each successive election, the PAP has offered better educated
slates of candidates. Though education is not full proof against character flaws,
it is better than just picking candidates off the streets.
As no system is perfect, PAP candidates are not as streetwise as their less
educated opponents. The first generation of PAP candidates was less educated
than their successors. All constituencies were single seat. They stood and
won on their own merit. Are Group Representation Constituencies (GRCs)
a protective cover for young PAP rookies who are not as streetwise enough
to fight their own battles? As ministers themselves begin their political careers
in GRCs, is there the danger that even minister-led GRCs may one day be
lost to the opposition? These are questions worth pondering.
NGIAM TONG DOW
Adjunct Professor
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
National University of Singapore
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MESSAGE

T

he Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies is pleased to publish the follow-up volume to the 1989 Management
of Success: The Moulding of Modern Singapore. This volume is a collection
of essays by experts in their respective fields which delve into the numerous
public policies that have shaped and influenced the everyday lives of Singaporeans
since the early 1990s. In the spirit of academic inquiry, this volume serves to
identify key public policies that have been deemed responsible for the success
of Singapore and to re-examine them critically for a better understanding of
our development and progress as a young nation.
Retrospection and introspection are usually not the prerogatives of young
nations like ours. Singapore’s short national history may make such a volume
seem rather like an indulgence. But Singapore is no ordinary nation. In fact,
its status as a nation was thought to be “an absurd proposition” many years
ago by its first Prime Minister. Given the historical circumstances of Singapore’s
independence, both government and people plunged straight into the business
of surviving. With survival never assured or taken for granted, the achievements
and progress enjoyed through the decades have demanded not just good
government, diligent citizens or favourable global conditions, but have also
nurtured a Singaporean culture and mindset that harbours narrow and specific
definitions of success.
The many chapters in this volume willingly acknowledge the tangible and
material success that so many of our public policies have yielded. However,
they go beyond the obvious and analyse the side effects of such policies, unintended
or not, as well as to ponder alternative forms of success. For such an exercise,
retrospection and introspection cannot be helped. Finally, this volume is meant
to be neither a comprehensive nor final word on Singapore society, but a small
contribution to the rich and ever expanding mosaic of the Singapore story.
K. KESAVAPANY
Director
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
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QUOTE

“My colleagues and I have repeatedly said that what we want is the open
debate, a confrontation of arguments and views, with the general public
as the ultimate judge. We welcome controversy; we never run away from
it. You cannot carry out democratic processes without the open debate.
I myself believe that in Singapore there is an inadequate amount of open
debate other than on matters relating to very special interests.”

Text of speech by the Minister for Defence, Dr Goh Keng Swee,
at the annual dinner and ball of the Australian Alumni
held at the Chinese Chamber of Commerce on
Saturday, 11 March 1967 at 8.00 p.m.
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PREFACE

I

n 1989, the Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies (ISEAS) published the milestone volume Management of Success:
The Moulding of Modern Singapore, edited by Kernial Singh Sandhu and Paul
Wheatley. The 1989 volume was, and remains, the single most comprehensive
collection of essays by scholars and professionals on Singapore. These essays
delved into a wide variety of issues that were integral to the growth of modern
Singapore, including political leadership, economic restructuring, societal
transformation, foreign relations and national identity.
Profound global shifts have taken place in the twenty years since publication.
The ending of the Cold War, the economic and political rise of China and
India, September 11, the war in Iraq and the global financial crisis have irrevocably
changed the world that Singapore faced in 1989. Meanwhile, within Singapore,
the city-state has seen two prime ministerial transitions and the installation
of third generation leaders who have articulated their vision for the twentyfirst century. How has the local political, economic and social landscape changed?
Is and should success still be “managed” in Singapore? What are the consequences
of our success? These questions offer an invaluable opportunity to review and
critique major policy decisions that have shaped modern Singapore.
Given that the challenges Singaporeans faced and, indeed, our very notions
of “success” were very different twenty years ago, this volume seeks to achieve
two primary objectives: first, to reassess key public policies that have shaped
Singapore since 1989; and second, to offer a critical update on the crucial issues
that have dominated public discourse in Singapore. In this sense, the raison
d’être of the new volume is not much different from the task that Sandhu
and Wheatley set for the old volume, that is, “to elicit the relative degrees
and quality of success attained in different sectors of the societal community”.
Nevertheless, this new volume distinguishes itself by capturing the Zeitgeist
of contemporary Singapore. A quick glance through the index pages of the
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old volume will reveal many glaring absences of words that are today an integral
part of our lexicon. Terms like “civil society”, “sexuality”, “civil disobedience”,
“gay community”, “penal code”, “human rights”, “foreign talent”, “internet”,
“gender”, “social compact” and so on, all of which did not appear in the 1989
volume, can no longer be excluded from any discussion on Singapore. All this
is not a criticism of the old volume, but rather, a clear indication of the keen
focus on developmental concerns, the specific understanding of “success” during
the industrializing years and of the undeniable shift in the socio-political climate
since 1989.
Another key difference between the old and new volumes is the streamlining
of chapters. With 49 chapters, 57 contributors and a whopping 1,134 pages
all lovingly bound in red hardcover, the old volume tips the scales at 2.5 kilograms!
A more reader-friendly, slimmer publication that would reach out to younger
students was needed. This unavoidably meant sacrificing some of the breadth
and scope boasted by the old volume. Much of the sacrifice was borne by
the section on the Singapore economy. The old volume had a total of twelve
chapters on various aspects of the Singapore economy, including the oil industry,
port services and price stability, while this volume carries only three chapters
on the economy. Thankfully this is not too great a sacrifice because institutions
like the Institute of Policy Studies have undertaken the task of furthering the
discussion of the national economy on a regular basis through a variety of
seminars and conferences. It was also decided that chapters in the old volume
on our colonial legacy, trade unions, crime and control, the problem of corruption,
and a foreigner’s reflections on Singapore need not be replaced. All this freed
up the necessary space to commission chapters on more relevant issues like
opposition political parties, civil disobedience, the role of the press, the internet,
the impact of foreign talent and the politics of sexuality in Singapore.
Nevertheless, while it is healthy to bring in new topics, it is important not
to throw the baby out with the bathwater. The spine of the old volume has
been retained. This volume retains most of the sub-headings under which the
chapters are organized, namely Leadership, Policy and Politics; The Restructuring
of the Economy; The Transformation of Society; The Law; Modification of
the Environment; Community and National Security; and Life in Singapore.
The old volume also examined key issues like the leadership of the People’s
Action Party, education, religion, national security, ethnicity, multiculturalism,
and the arts and culture. It would be remiss of any book on Singapore not
to update the analyses on these issues and we actively sought younger scholars
to offer fresh perspectives. Where possible, contributors were encouraged to
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xix

make references to their counterpart chapters in the old volume in order to
present the reader with an intellectual and policy-making trajectory from 1989
to the present. Meanwhile, events and issues within this volume were crossreferenced so that the reader may get a sense of a dialogue between the different
contributors.
Finally, the most pleasant part of the job for an editor is to register his
thanks to the many people who made this volume possible. First and foremost,
I would like to thank the contributors for sharing their scholarly and valuable
insights. Without them, this volume would not have seen the light of day.
I am also, as is ISEAS, grateful to Ngiam Tong Dow for his Foreword. Special
thanks to ISEAS Director K. Kesavapany for tasking me with bringing out
this volume and for his kind support and helpful suggestions along the way.
I would also like to thank my colleagues in the Regional Social and Cultural
Studies programme, namely Lee Hock Guan, Ooi Kee Beng and Hui YewFoong, with whom many idea-refining discussions took place over numerous
lunches. I am grateful to ISEAS Deputy Director Chin Kin Wah for his insightful
comments, as well as Arun Mahizhnan, S. Tiwari, Asad Latif, Barry Wain and
Tommy Koh for their constructive thoughts on several chapters. Last but not
least, I thank ISEAS Managing Editor Triena Ong and her publications team
for their professionalism and expediency.
TERENCE CHONG
Singapore
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Asian Studies (ISEAS), he researches on civil society dynamics in authoritarian
polities. He is a founding member of People Like Us, Singapore’s first gay
advocacy group, as well as Transient Workers Count Too, an association promoting
foreign workers’ welfare.
Ho Khai Leong is Associate Professor at the Nanyang Technological University,
and an Associate Research Fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
(ISEAS), Singapore. His current research interests include Malaysia and Singapore
politics, China-ASEAN relations, corporate governance and administrative
reforms. His major works are The Politics of Policy-making in Singapore (2000)
(the new edition was published in 2003 as Shared Responsibilities, Unshared
Power: The Politics of Policy-making in Singapore); Performance and Crisis
of Governance of Mahathir’s Administration (co-editor, 2001); China and
Southeast Asia: Global Changes and Regional Challenges (co-editor, 2005);
and Reforming Corporate Governance in Southeast Asia: Economics, Politics
and Regulations (editor, 2005).
Ho Kong Weng obtained his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago and has
published in the areas of social mobility, international outsourcing, wage inequality,
technopreneurship, and unemployment, including both theoretical investigations
and empirical studies using Singapore data. His current research topics include
inter-generational transmission of religious human capital, economic growth of
a small open economy in a world of ideas, trade and indeterminacy, non-monotonic
relationship between human capital and unemployment, and happiness studies.
Michael Hor is Professor at the Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore,
where he has taught and researched on criminal law and criminal process for
the last two decades. Before that he served for a short stint as a Magistrate.
He is an advisor to the Law Society’s Criminal Practice Committee and has
been a member of the Law Society’s ad hoc sub-committees on the death penalty
and the 2007 Penal Code amendments.
Koh Tai Ann is Professor of English Literature associated with the Centre
of Liberal Arts and Social Science at the School of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. Her publications on the literature
in English of Singapore and Malaysia explore issues such as tradition and modernity,
literary tradition and cultural identity, migrants’ perceptions, self, family and
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the state, and the “domestication” of English. Her Singapore Literature in English:
An Annotated Bibliography appeared in 2008 while an annotated bibliography
introducing the literature in English set in Singapore, Malaysia and Brunei by
local and expatriate authors is in preparation.
Lai Ah Eng is Senior Research Fellow at the Asia Research Institute, National
University of Singapore. Trained in Social Anthropology, her research interests
cover migration and diversity, multiculturalism, ethnicity and religion; family
and gender; and local histories and heritages. Her recent research projects include
ethnic relations, intercultural dialogues, and ethnic and religious diversity in
Singapore. Her present projects include family transformations in Asia, life
histories of older women in Singapore, and migration and diversity in Asia.
Her major books include Meanings of Multiethnicity: A Case Study of Ethnicity
and Ethnic Relations in Singapore (1995); Beyond Rituals and Riots: Ethnic
Pluralism and Social Cohesion in Singapore (editor, 2004); Secularism and
Spirituality: Striving for Integrated Knowledge and Success in Madrasah Education
in Singapore (co-editor, 2006); Religious Diversity in Singapore (editor, 2008);
and Migration and Diversity in Asia (editor, 2009).
Lee Poh Onn is Fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS),
Singapore and Joint Coordinator of its Regional Economic Studies programme.
He specializes in the environment and environmental management issues from
a political economy and New Institutional Economics perspective. Topics
researched include water management issues in Singapore, the impact of dam
construction on indigenous communities in Sarawak, the haze issue, and forest
management issues in the region.
Lee Soo Ann is former Professor of Economics and Business Policy at the
National University of Singapore, where he is currently a part-time Senior
Fellow. He also sits on the boards of two publicly listed companies in Singapore
and two non-profit organizations, both of which he was the founding chairman.
He is the author of Singapore: From Place to Nation (2007) and Development
Economics I (2007). He has authored four other economics books in the 1970s.
Laurence Leong Wai Teng is a Sociologist at the National University of Singapore.
He writes and teaches in areas such as sexuality, human rights and mass media.
Linda Y.C. Lim is Professor of Strategy at the Ross School of Business, and
Director of the Center for Southeast Asian Studies at the University of Michigan,

00 Mgt of Success Prelims

24

5/14/10, 10:45 AM

The Contributors

xxv

Ann Arbor. A specialist on the role of trade and investment in Asian economic
development, she has written extensively on the Singapore economy for over
thirty years, and has also published research on multinational and local business
strategies, business-government and business-labour relations in Asia. She teaches
on the world economy and Asian business, is consulted by many international
development agencies and corporations, and served on the boards of public
companies in the U.S. A Singaporean, she obtained her degrees in economics
from the universities of Cambridge (BA), Yale (MA) and Michigan (Ph.D.).
Joseph Chinyong Liow is Associate Dean and Associate Professor at the
S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore. He is the author of numerous articles in internationally
refereed journals as well as The Politics of Indonesia-Malaysia Relations: One
Kin, Two Nations (2005); Islam, Education, and Reform in Southern Thailand:
Tradition and Transformation (2009); and Piety and Politics: The Shifting Contours
of Islamism in Contemporary Malaysia (2009). Joseph’s research interests are
in Muslim politics in Southeast Asia and regional security issues. He also comments
regularly on these issues in the international media.
Linda Low is Head of Strategic Planning at the Department of Planning and
Economy, Abu Dhabi and Adjunct Professor in United Arab Emirates University
and Higher College of Technology, United Arab Emirates. Her previous employers
in Singapore include the Ministry of Finance, Department of Economics and
Statistics, and Business School at the National University of Singapore and
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS). Her research interests include
public sector economics and public policy, human resources development and
international trade. Her latest publication is “A Case Study of Singapore’s Bilateral
and Cross-regional Free Trade Agreements”, in Cross-Regionalism: Trade
Agreements, edited by Saori N. Katada and Mireya Solis (2008).
Bernard Loo is Assistant Professor at the S. Rajaratnam School of International
Studies (RSIS), Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. He is the author
of Medium Powers and Accidental Wars: A Study in Conventional Strategic
Stability (2005), and the editor of Military Transformation and Operations (2009).
His other publications have appeared in the Journal of Strategic Studies,
Contemporary Southeast Asia, NIDS Security Reports, and Taiwan Defense Affairs.
Bernard’s research interests encompass war studies, strategic theory, conventional
military strategies, strategic challenges of small and medium powers, and problems
and prospects of military transformation.
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Hussin Mutalib is Associate Professor at the Department of Political Science,
National University of Singapore. He specializes in the politics of Singapore,
Malaysia, Southeast Asia and the Muslim world. A political scientist, he is
the author of five books, including Parties and Politics: A Study of Opposition
Parties and the PAP in Singapore (2004) and Islam and Ethnicity in Malay
Politics (1990). His academic articles have appeared in Asian Survey, Harvard
Review, Legislative Studies Quarterly, Pacific Affairs, American Journal of Islamic
Social Sciences, and Contemporary Southeast Asia. A Singaporean active in civil
society work, he was the founding chairman of the Association of Muslim
Professionals (AMP) in 1990. He is a recipient of the Fulbright, Asia-Pacific
Leadership and Harvard-Yenching Awards, and has been a Fellow/Visiting
Professor at Oxford University, UC Berkeley, Harvard, Cairo and LSE.
Ong Keng Yong is Ambassador-at-Large at the Singapore Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. He was Secretary-General of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) from 2003–07. His diplomatic postings took him to Saudi Arabia,
Malaysia, the USA, India and Nepal. He was appointed Press Secretary to
the Prime Minister of Singapore and concurrently held senior positions in the
Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts, and the People’s
Association in Singapore from 1998–2002. He graduated from the University
of Singapore and Georgetown University, Washington D.C.
Pow Choon-Piew is Assistant Professor at the Department of Geography,
National University of Singapore. He received his Ph.D. from the University
of California, Los Angeles and was a Visiting Scholar at the Shanghai Academy
of Social Sciences in 2004. His research interests cover broadly the politics
of urban development, urban sustainability issues, with specific focus on urban
housing segregation, gated communities and private urban governance.
Noorashikin Abdul Rahman was a Visiting Fellow at the Department of
Geography, National University of Singapore. She wrote her Ph.D. thesis
on the agency of Indonesian domestic workers in Singapore and was awarded
a doctor of philosophy from Curtin University of Technology, Western Australia.
Noor’s research examines the geographies of exclusion of migrant workers
who are working in jobs classified as unskilled and semi-skilled in Singapore.
She has co-edited a book entitled Asian Women as Transnational Domestic
Workers (2005). Noor is also a social activist and is involved in advocating
for the rights of migrant workers in Singapore.
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Eugene K.B. Tan is Assistant Law Professor at the School of Law, Singapore
Management University. An advocate and solicitor of the Supreme Court of
Singapore, Eugene is a graduate of the National University of Singapore, the
London School of Economics and Political Science, and Stanford University,
where he was a Fulbright Fellow. His inter-disciplinary research interests include
the mutual interaction of law and public policy, and the regulation of ethnic
conflict. His publications in these areas have appeared in various journals including
The China Quarterly, Citizenship Studies, Ethnic and Racial Studies, Ethnopolitics,
and Terrorism and Political Violence.
Tan Tarn How’s research areas are in arts and cultural policy and media
and internet policy. He has written on the development of the arts in Singapore,
in particular, fostering partnerships between the people, private and public
sectors, and also the creative industry policies in China, Korea and Singapore.
He has written on the management of the media industry in Singapore
and the impact of the internet and new technology on society, including
regulating political expression and speech on race and religion. He was a
journalist for nearly one and half decades before joining the Institute of
Policy Studies. He has also been a teacher and television scriptwriter and
is an award-winning playwright.
Kenneth Paul Tan is Associate Professor and Assistant Dean of the Lee Kuan
Yew School of Public Policy at the National University of Singapore. His research
interests have been in the fields of political theory, comparative politics, and
cinema studies, specializing in Singapore studies and focusing on topics such
as democracy, civil society, media, multiculturalism, and meritocracy. He has
published in journals such as International Political Science Review, Asian Studies
Review, and Critical Asian Studies; edited Renaissance Singapore? Economy,
Culture, and Politics (2007); and authored Cinema and Television in Singapore:
Resistance in One Dimension (2008).
Jason Tan completed his doctoral studies in comparative education at the State
University of New York at Buffalo. He now teaches at the National Institute
of Education, Singapore. Among his recent publications are Globalization and
Marketization in Education: A Comparative Analysis of Hong Kong and Singapore
(co-authored with Mok Ka Ho, 2004); Going to School in East Asia (co-edited
with Gerard Postiglione, 2007); and Thinking Schools, Learning Nation:
Contemporary Issues and Challenges (co-edited with Ng Pak Tee, 2008).
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Thio Li-ann, Ph.D. (Cambridge), LL.M. (Harvard), B.A. (Hons) (Oxford),
is Professor of Public International Law, Human Rights Law and Public Law
at the Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore. She has been ranked
twice as an NUS Excellent Teacher and received the NUS Young Researcher
award (2004). Aside from numerous law review articles, her publications include
Managing Babel: The International Legal Protection of Minorities in the Twentieth
Century (2005) and Constitutional Law in Malaysia and Singapore (authored
with Kevin Y.L. Tan, 1997). She is a barrister (Gray’s Inn, UK) and was a
Nominated Member of Parliament (11th Session).
Norman Vasu is Assistant Professor and Coordinator of the Social Resilience
programme at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), Nanyang
Technological University, Singapore. He obtained his MA from the University
of Glasgow in 1998 and MSc in International Relations from the London School
of Economics in 1999. In 2004, Vasu received his doctorate in International
Politics from the University of Wales at Aberystwyth. He has authored How
Diasporic Peoples Maintain their Identity in Multicultural Societies: Chinese,
Africans and Jews (2008) and edited Social Resilience in Singapore: Reflections
from the London Bombings (2007). He has published widely in journals such
as Asian Ethnicity, The Kantian Review and Jane’s Homeland and Security
Monitor as well as writing for several newspapers on topics surrounding
multiculturalism, national security and social resilience.
C.J. W.-L. Wee is Associate Professor of English at the National Institute of
Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. He was previously
a Fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, and has held Visiting
Fellowships at the Humanities Research Centre, Australian National University,
and the Society for the Humanities, Cornell University. Wee is the author of
Culture, Empire, and the Question of Being Modern (2003) and The Asian
Modern: Culture, Capitalist Development, Singapore (2007), the editor of Local
Cultures and the “New Asia”: The State, Culture, and Capitalism in Southeast
Asia (2002), and the co-editor of Two Plays by Kuo Pao Kun (2002).
Yap Mui Teng is Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Policy Studies,
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore, where
she works on demographic and family issues. Her current research interests
include policy responses to low fertility in Singapore and elsewhere, policies
on the aged, migration policies, and poverty alleviation policies. She has also
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worked at the Population Planning Unit, Ministry of Health and the Research
and Evaluation Unit, Singapore Family Planning and Population Board. She
has a Bachelor of Social Sciences (Honours in Sociology) from the University
of Singapore, and Master and Ph.D. degrees from the University of Hawaii.
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