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Appendices

(A) Statement to Colonel Suzuki on the eve of his departure
from Burma

Burmma Independence Army

Bestowal of Blessing (and) Valedictory

We Bummese people through 2500 years of history have established successive
kingdoms and their great capital cities such as Tagaung, Tharay-Kitiya, Mym-
Saing, Pinya, Ava, Sagaing, Amarapura, Gon-Baung, Toungoo, and Mandalay.
With Our Own Royal Throne and the Royal Insignia, The Golden Umbrella, we
have lived in golden splendour and dignity. We are descended from the earliest
monarchs, the Ancient Kings known as Maha-Thammada Min, from whom sprang
the unbroken succession of appointed kings of the Sacred Castle of Thaki-Wun;
they have ruled over our independent and sovereign nation whose cvilization has
made contribution to the history of the world. We belong to a master race.

Even so, however, Burma suffered a fateful weakening of her horoscope and in
that time of weakness, over 100 years ago, Westerners called English who came
from 8000 miles away unlawfully seized Burma and consigned the Burmese
people into slavery. Using mynad unholy schemes, the English repressed and
restricted the Burmese people who suffered the destruction of their culture,
health, education, economy and religion,

The infidel [note: word used here is literally translated into “against the
Dharma” — Dharma means the Buddhist religion. Alternative word to “infidel” 1s
“unholy”’] English did not confine themselves to our Burma. They monopolized
all the countries of Asia. The national treasures, rich mineral resources and
bountiful agricultural produce of Asian lands were greedily plundered by this
unlawful usurper. It was as though the people of Asia were plunged into the Four
Kinds of Darkness [note: these 4 are: 1) darkness of night without moonlight; 2)
darkness of dense forests; 3) darkness due to thick clouds; and 4) darkness at time
of midnight] and they were without support from any quarter. Forced thus into
absolute darkness, the people of Asia did not know how long it might be before
the light of law and justice would dawn again.

During that time of great darkness for the helpless people of Asia, the
Japanese of Asia alone raised the morale and spirit of the people of Asia by their
previous victory 37 years ago over the mightily armed Russians when, for the first
time, the rays of liberty shone upon the Asian continent.

The Japanese, the vanguard of the Asian people, struggled for social,
educational and economic progress not only for their own people but also for the
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politically and economically oppressed people in chains i Asian countries like
India, Burma, China, Malaya, the Philippines, Sumatra, etc., by swiftly driving the
devil English and Americans from these Asian lands. They liberated these various
Asian countries and established a new and modern era. Included in their great and
unceasing supreme endeavour was the liberation of Burma. To this end,
Mi-Nan-Mi known as General Mo Gyo [note: Mo Gyo in Burmese means
“Thunderbolt” — Gyo is pronounced in the same way as Jo],with the help of Bo
Dé Za known as Thakin Aung San who headed the Band of Heroic Young Men,
organized and established the Burma Independence Army which marched into
Burma with the Imperial Army. The enemy, English, American and Chinese
soldiers were rapidly defeated and annihilated. Within 70 days the remnants of
these devils were driven completely out of the country; their retreat was indeed so
precipitous that they had no time even to put their trousers on. The entire world
is aware of this victory and it will be hailed in the historical annals of the Burmese
Independence Movement.

Just as a father instructs his beloved sons and daughters to refrain from evil
and to do good, and just as he protects them and cares for them, General Mo Gyo
has instructed, protected and cared for all members of the Burma Independence
Army with true and sincere affection, and the men and women of Burma will
never forget this.

To become a secure and independent nation in the world today, Burma cannot
depend solely on a land army like the Burma Independence Army. Therefore,
General Mo Gyo began organizing the Burma Navy.

General Mo Gyo who has labored mightily for Burma is about to return to
Japan. We will always cherish the father figure, patron and benefactor of the
Burma Independence Army. Also, his endeavours on behalf of the Burmese nation
will be gratefully remembered. Even though the world 1tself may disappear, our
feelings of gratitude towards him will never disappear.

When the General returns to Japan, please report and convey what you have
personally expenienced of our hospitality, loyalty, courage, our assistance to
Japanese soldiers, and our efforts towards Japanese-Burmese friendship and close
co-operation, to the Japanese Emperor, Prime Minister Tojo, top level leaders and
the men and women of Japan. In order that Burma may be able to gain
independence rapidly:

a) The Burma Independence Army created by General Mo Gyo should be
strengthened and expanded with more arms, equipment and personnel,

b) The Burma Navy requires ships, large and small, to increase its effectiveness.

c) We sincerely belief that before long the Burma Air Force will be created.

May General Mo Gyo from this day on be blessed with continuing wealth and
prosperity. May he be free from harm wherever he may travel. May he be blessed
with peace and happiness and with long life [note: literal translation of Burmese
phrase wishing long life is: “May you/he live to be over 100 years”}. We of the
Burma Independence Army pray for you and will always treasure your memory.
In order that the General in return keep us, the Burma Independence Army, in his
memory, we most respectfully and humbly present to him this valedictory
encased n this ornate and magnificant casket of silver.

Burma Independence Army
Burma

Translated by Sao Ying Sita Naw Hseng Lao
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(B)

Estimated Size of Japanese-trained Armies

Indian National Army 35-40,000
Burma Independence Army 200,000 (recruits, not trained)
Burma Defense Army 4,000 expanded to 55,000
Peta Java 33,000
Bali 1,600
Malaya Gryugun 2,000
Malaya Giyuia: 5,000
Sumatra Giyugun 5-6,000
Philippines Makapily 6,000
Indochina Giyugun 3,000
Borneo Giyugun 1,3-1,500

Southeast Asians trained at the Shikan Gakko (Military Academy)

Indians 35

Burmans 60, plus 10 at the Arr Force Academy
Thais several

Malays 1

Indonesians 17

Filipinos 53





