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CHINESE INVESTMENTS IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA 

Patterns and Significance
by Evelyn Goh and Liu Nan

About the AUTHORS
Evelyn Goh is the Shedden Professor of Strategic Policy 
Studies at the Australian National University, where she is also 
the Director of the Southeast Asia Institute. 
Liu Nan received her Master of Business Information Systems 
from the Australian National University’s College of Business 
and Economics, and her Bachelor of Economics and Finance 
from the University of Hong Kong. 
 
About the BOOK
Southeast Asia’s growing economic linkages with China have generated political opportunities and 
strategic concerns in equal measure. This study provides a fuller picture of Chinese investments in 
Southeast Asia for those seeking to understand its significance and impacts. From their carefully 
constructed dataset, Goh and Liu provide a regionwide, multi-sectoral analysis quantitative survey and 
analysis of key changes in Chinese investments in Southeast Asian economies over fifteen years, from 
2005 to 2019. Additionally, they provide a qualitative assessment of the geopolitical significance of 
these trends and patterns. Thus, this study creates a baseline understanding of more recent Chinese 
investments in the region. In the near future, when a feasible data series can be collated for the years 
from 2020, it will also allow a sharper analysis of the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on Chinese 
investments in the region. 

2023	 139 pp.	 BM626 
Soft cover 978-981-5104-57-8	   S$39.13 (GST inclusive)* / S$35.90 / US$29.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore
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PORT SECURITY AND 
PREMAN ORGANIZATIONS 

IN INDONESIA 
by  

Senia Febrica  

About the AUTHOR
Senia Febrica is the Knowledge Exchange Associate and an 
early career researcher at the One Ocean Hub, the University of 
Strathclyde, Scotland. She is also an honorary senior researcher 
at the American Studies Center, Universitas Indonesia, and 
the Indonesian Institute of Advanced International Studies 
(INADIS), Jakarta, Indonesia.

About the BOOK
The global war against terrorism has created pressure for Indonesia to improve its security measures 
to deal with maritime terrorism. Following the 9/11 attacks and the 2002 Bali bombing, Indonesia has 
improved the security of its major ports and entered various international agreements to ensure its 
trading activities are not impeded. At the same time, in a bid to secure small ports and coastal areas in 
various parts of the country, preman—self-supporting, autonomous paramilitary—organizations began 
to play a greater role. This book explores the involvement of preman organizations in securing ports 
and coastlines in Jakarta, North Sulawesi and the Riau Islands. The security of ports and coastal areas 
in the three provinces is of international importance because of their proximity to major sea lanes of 
communication. The book carefully maps out the tensions, contradictions and implications of the use of 
preman organizations in the realization of Indonesia’s efforts to be a truly democratic civil society. 

2023	 177 pp.	 BM621
Soft cover 978-981-5011-88-3	  S$32.59 (GST inclusive)* / S$29.90 / US$25.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore
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CONTESTING THE 
PHILIPPINES 

edited by  
Steven Rood and  Veronica L. Taylor

Est. pub. date: Mid- 2024

About the EDITORS
Steven Rood is Fellow-in-Residence at the Social Weather Stations 
and Visiting Fellow at the Australian National University.
Veronica L. Taylor is a socio-legal scholar and Professor of Law 
and Regulation at the Australian National University in the School of 
Regulation and Global Governance (RegNet).

About the BOOK
The Duterte administration (2016–22) marked the return of an authoritarian style of rule in the Philippines. 
It was also accompanied by an economic recovery that was better than many expected, at least until 
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. Both during and following the Duterte period, the country was 
buffeted by a series of internal and external shocks that called into question the state’s legal and social 
policy contract with its citizens. 

This period of “contesting the Philippines” was an intense, normative and practical struggle to 
shape (or reshape) some of the Philippines’ most critical institutions: the Constitution, the presidency, 
the Supreme Court and the rule of law, the free press, regional autonomy and independent regulatory 
institutions. These developments energized many domestic policy actors: technocrats, the business 
sector, civil society organizations, the police and the military, armed groups and religious leaders across 
the spectrum of Filipino politics. This volume considers some key sites of contestation between and 
among domestic policy actors, including the executive, during this eventful period for political and legal 
institutions in the Philippines.

2024		  PIC300 
Soft cover 978-981-5104-91-2		    (price to be confirmed)

Forthcoming TitleForthcoming Title
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edited by  
Leo Suryadinata  

Est. pub. date: Mid-2024
About the EDITOR

Leo Suryadinata is currently Visiting Senior Fellow at the ISEAS 
– Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore. He was formerly Professor in 
the Department of Political Science at the National University of 
Singapore.    

About the BOOK
The book addresses the issues of China’s soft power in Southeast Asia during the rise of China. This soft 
power includes Chinese language education and popular culture. With regard to Chinese education, prior to 
the rise of China, Chinese schools were catered to mainly overseas Chinese children. Non-Chinese seldom 
received Chinese education. However, the rise of China and the export of Confucius Institutes (CIs) changed the 
landscape as CIs are meant for the non-Chinese population as well. China’s educational soft power penetrated 
the larger non-Chinese community, making Chinese soft power more effective. Chinese popular culture has 
also infiltrated the non-Chinese population.

Various chapters in this book show that rising China’s soft power in Southeast Asia has grown quite 
significantly, particularly in terms of the Chinese language and Chinese popular culture. Nevertheless, its 
popularity still lags behind American soft power. The Chinese language is still not as popular as the English 
language. The same could also be said for Chinese popular culture. The growth of China’s soft power faces 
tremendous challenges in the Southeast Asian region. Its further growth would depend on China’s continuous 
economic power and cordial relations with the Southeast Asian countries. 

2024		  PIC302 
Soft cover 978-981-5203-03-5		    (price to be confirmed)

Forthcoming TitleForthcoming Title
RISING CHINA’S SOFT POWER  

IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
Impact on Education and  

Popular Culture 
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GAMES, CHANGES,  
AND FEARS 

The Philippines from Duterte 
to Marcos Jr. 

edited by  
Aries A. Arugay and  

Jean Encinas-Franco 
Est. pub. date: Mid-2024

About the EDITORS
Aries Arugay is Visiting Senior Fellow and Coordinator of the 
Philippine Studies Programme of the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute. 
He is also Professor and Chairperson of the Department of Political Science at the University of the 
Philippines-Diliman.
Jean Encinas-Franco is Professor and Assistant Chair of the Department of Political Science, 
University of the Philippines, Diliman.

About the BOOK
Rodrigo Duterte’s rise and the Marcoses’ return to power have captivated Southeast Asia watchers and 
the rest of the world. That the spectacle of strongman rule has allured most Filipinos is no longer in doubt, 
with the strong electoral mandate garnered by Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in 2022. Whether their capture of state 
power is in any way connected and what this portends about the country’s democratic future is a key theme 
marking Games, Changes, and Fears. In this volume, Filipino academics and practitioners provide much 
needed analysis about this political succession and what it means for Asia’s oldest republic. Packed with 
thirteen chapters depicting insightful trends and prognosis on the Philippine economy, domestic politics, 
foreign policy, and society, this volume offers scholars, students, and policymakers with the analytical 
repertoire to understand developments in the Philippines. Overall, the chapters suggest that while some 
policies and practices continue under the Marcos Jr. administration, there have been pivotal changes 
indicating a break from the past. The chapters offer key policy recommendations critical in recalibrating 
Philippine political, economic, and social conditions that could address democratic backsliding, economic 
challenges, and societal polarization.	

2024		  PIC304 
Soft cover 978-981-5203-17-2		    (price to be confirmed)

Forthcoming TitleForthcoming Title

PIC304s
ISBN 978-981-5203-17-2

9 7 8 9 8 1 5 2 0 3 1 7 2



Rights Available
World Rights (reprint, translation and distribution)

10

30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace, Singapore 119614
Tel: +65 6870 2447  Fax: +65 6775 6259  E-mail: pubsunit@iseas.edu.sg  http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

Publisher of scholarly books on  
economics, politics and social issues

SOCIAL MEDIA AND POLITICAL 
COMMUNITIES IN MALAYSIA 

edited by  
James Chin and Pauline Leong 

Est. pub. date: Mid-2024
About the EDITORS
James Chin is Senior Fellow and the Director of Governance Studies, Jeffrey Cheah Institute on 
Southeast Asia, Sunway University, Malaysia
Pauline Leong Pooi Yin is Associate Professor, Department of Communication, School of Arts, 
Sunway University, Malaysia

Table of Contents
1. 	Politics and Social Media in Malaysia 
	 by Pauline Leong and James Chin
2. 	Malay Politics and Social Media in Malaysia 
	 by Mohd Azizuddin Mohd Sani and Azahar Kasim
3. 	 Islamic Reform through the Digital Media: A Case Study of Islamic Renaissance Front (Kuala 

Lumpur) based on Habermas' Concept of Public Sphere 
	 by Farouk Musa and Ahmad Fauzi Abdul Hamid
4. 	Mapping The Malaysian Chinese Cyber Community 
	 by Adrian Lee Yuen Beng, Ng Miew Luan and Jerry Tan
5. 	The role of cyber community in Malaysian Indians' newfound voice
	 by Anantha Raman Govindasamy and Kavitha Ganesan
6. 	Social media, Politics and ldentit)f in Sabah and Sarawak 
	 by James Chin
7. 	Online Communities of Christian Churches
	 by Clarence Devadass, Pauline Leonig and Tan Meng Yoe

2024		  PIC303 
Soft cover 978-981-5203-14-1		    (price to be confirmed)

Forthcoming TitleForthcoming Title
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PRAETORIAN KINGDOM
A History of Military Ascendancy in Thailand 

by  
Paul Chambers 

Est. pub. date: Mid-2024

About the AUTHOR
Paul Chambers is Lecturer and Special Advisor on International Affairs at the Center of ASEAN 
Community Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, Naresuan University, Thailand.

Table of Contents
Introduction
1.	 Origins
2.	 The Initial “Caesars”: Phraya Phahon and Phibun (1932–44)
3.	 Establishing Tetrarchy: Phibun, Phin, Phao and Sarit (1944–57)
4.	 Sarit’s Stratocracy (1957–63)
5.	 The Diarchy of Thanom and Praphas (1963–73)
6.	 Krit Sivara and the October 6 Massacre (1973–76)
7.	 The Palace’s Attempted Coup (1976–77)
8.	 Consensual Kriangsak (1977–80)
9.	 Arch-Royalist Prem (1980–88)
10.	Sunthorn, Suchinda and “Black May” (1988–92)
11.	Prem, Chavalit and Military-Guided Democracy (1992–2001)
12.	Thaksin, Sonthi and Surayud (2001–8)
13.	Enter Prawit, Anupong, Prayut (2008–14)
14.	From Prayut “Heavy” to Prayut “Light” (2014–23)
15.	Conclusion

2024		  BM623 
Soft cover 978-981-5104-24-0		    (price to be confirmed)

Forthcoming TitleForthcoming Title
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POPULATIONS AND 
PRECARITY DURING THE 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
Southeast Asian Perspectives 

edited by  
Kevin S.Y. Tan and Steve K.L. Chan 

About the EDITORS
Kevin S.Y. Tan is a sociologist and cultural anthropologist. He 
is an Instructor at the Chua Thian Poh Community Leadership 
Centre at the National University of Singapore. 

Steve K.L. Chan is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at the 
Keimyung University, South Korea. He has been affiliated with 
the Social Research Institute of Chulalongkorn University and the Regional Center for Social 
Science and Sustainable Development of the Chiangmai University as Visiting Research Fellow.  

About the BOOK
This volume is a collection of articles that examines how the COVID-19 pandemic affected and intersected with 
various Southeast Asian contexts in the broad areas of migration, education and demographic policy. At the height 
of the pandemic from 2020 to 2022, the resulting restrictions to international travel, ensuing nationwide lockdowns 
and eventual economic crises formed part of what many commentators referred to as a “new normal”. Apart from 
being a global health crisis, the pandemic disrupted and transformed the experience of everyday life at all levels 
of society, where many of its effects are now likely irreversible. In particular, the impact of the pandemic certainly 
affected the most vulnerable individuals and communities throughout the region, especially when taking into account 
the demographic transformations in countries that are experiencing rapid ageing such as Singapore and Thailand. 
Examples of the most affected include low-wage migrant workers, the disabled and the children of impoverished 
families. For many who were already living in a state of precarity, the structural “side-effects” of the pandemic were 
at times more deadly than the coronavirus itself as it often negatively impacted livelihood, social-emotional ties 
and overall well-being. At the same time, the “new normal” has further created conditions that raise the likelihood 
of occupational precarity even for long-term professionals within established fields like education. In other words, 
few experienced the COVID-19 pandemic without encountering both tangible and intangible challenges, regardless 
of where one was situated. Hence, by merging the theme of precarity with that of the pandemic’s undeniable and 
exacerbating effects, this volume hopes to establish a useful platform to reflect and learn from a range of scholarly 
views that can contribute to new knowledge and inform policymaking in Southeast Asian societies.

2023	 177 pp.	 PIC292 
Soft cover 978-981-4881-29-6	                        S$35.86 (GST inclusive)* / S$32.90 / US$29.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore
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SHIPWRECKS AND THE 
MARITIME HISTORY OF 

SINGAPORE 
edited by  

Kwa Chong Guan 

About the EDITOR

Kwa Chong Guan is Senior Fellow, S. Rajaratnam School 
of International Studies, Nanyang Technological University; 
Associate Fellow, Temasek History Research Centre; and 
Adjunct (Hon.) Associate Professor, History Department, 
National University of Singapore. 

About the BOOK
On 16 June 2021 the National Heritage Board announced the successful conclusion of the archaeological 
excavation of two shipwrecks at the eastern approach to Singapore. This maritime excavation, the largest 
in Singapore’s waters, was conducted by the Archaeology Unit of the ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute 
over a six-year period. This book documents the two shipwrecks and their findings, complemented by 
essays on Singapore’s larger maritime history through time, from Temasek in the 14th century through 
the emergence of country trade to the late 18th century. Beyond the finds recovered from the bosom of 
the sea, the positioning of the shipwreck in the contexts of the past challenges us to rethink Singapore’s 
history as a globally entangled one, determined by what was happening on the seas in and around the 
island.

2023	 114 pp.	 PIC295 
Hard cover 978-981-5104-27-1	                       S$35.86 (GST inclusive)* / S$32.90 / US$29.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore



Rights Available
World Rights (reprint, translation and distribution)

15

30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace, Singapore 119614
Tel: +65 6870 2447  Fax: +65 6775 6259  E-mail: pubsunit@iseas.edu.sg  http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

Publisher of scholarly books on  
economics, politics and social issues

TRENDING ISLAM 
Cases from Southeast Asia 

edited by  
Norshahril Saat, A’an Suryana and 

Mohd Faizal Musa 

 
About the EDITORS
Norshahril Saat is Senior Fellow and Coordinator of the 
Regional Social and Cultural Studies Programme at the ISEAS 
– Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore.
A’an Suryana is Visiting Fellow in the Regional Social and 
Cultural Studies Programme at the ISEAS – Yusof Ishak 
Institute, Singapore.
Mohd Faizal Musa is Visiting Fellow at the ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute in Singapore and 
Research Fellow at the Institute of the Malay World and Civilization (ATMA), National University 
of Malaysia (UKM). He also contributes to the Global Shi’a Diaspora, Project on Shi’ism and 
Global Affairs at Harvard Divinity School.

About the BOOK
What are trending Islamic ideas in Southeast Asia; how are they transmitted and who transmits them? 
These are questions that linger among the minds of policymakers, diplomats and scholars interested 
in Islam in Southeast Asia. Trending Islam maps and discusses key personalities, groups or institutions 
that influence Muslims in the region. This book dedicates more space to discuss the role of the Internet in 
disseminating religious discourses. Internet’s role, in particular the use of social media either to advance 
interpretations of Islamic ideas or to gain influence in the public sphere, is becoming more significant 
as it allows information to spread faster and wider. While not discounting traditional issues such as 
extremism and terrorism, matters that continue to affect many people’s lives in the region, the book 
delves into the interaction between violent and non-violent extremism and the liberal and progressive 
responses to them. Trending Islam covers the transmission of Islam in several countries and some case 
studies.

2023	 232 pp.	 PIC296
Soft cover 978-981-5104-33-2	                        S$39.13 (GST inclusive)* / S$35.90 / US$29.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore 
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UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE 
OF INDONESIAN MILLENNIALS 

IN SHAPING THE NATION'S 
FUTURE   
edited by  

Ju-Lan Thung and  
Maria Monica Wihardja  

About the EDITORS

Ju-Lan Thung is Senior Researcher at the Research Center for 
Society and Culture - The Indonesian Institute of Sciences. 
Maria Monica Wihardja is Visiting Fellow at the ISEAS – Yusof 
Ishak Institute, Singapore and a former World Bank Economist in the World Bank’s Poverty and 
Equity Global Practice. She was the recipient of the Nikkei Asian Scholar 2023.  

About the BOOK
Millennials or Generation Y—those born between 1981 and 1996—represent the population cohort who 
are moving into the prime of their careers and lives. It is this generation that is being groomed to take up 
leadership roles in various sectors of society. 

In Indonesia, those from the millennial generation are slated to take up positions as leaders in 
various important spheres of society. But, the country’s demographic changes call for comprehending 
the intergenerational gap that is at the core of the so-called millennial disruptions. 

This book is a compendium of writings to provide a broad picture of the role of millennials in 
Indonesia's future. One chapter covers generational differences in life course events; two chapters 
cover the role of millennials in changing the political landscape; two chapters delve into generational 
differences in risk-taking behaviours in the financial sector and digital competency among MSME 
entrepreneurs; two chapters examine millennials’ religious views on the cryptocurrency economy and 
generational differences in the spiritual process of self-discovery; and two chapters study participatory 
art among millennials and how millennial artists respond to NFT technology. 

2024	 280 pp.	 PIC299
Soft cover 978-981-5104-60-8	 S$39.13 (GST inclusive)* / S$35.90 / US$29.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore 



Rights Available
World Rights (reprint, translation and distribution)

17

30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace, Singapore 119614
Tel: +65 6870 2447  Fax: +65 6775 6259  E-mail: pubsunit@iseas.edu.sg  http://bookshop.iseas.edu.sg

Publisher of scholarly books on  
economics, politics and social issues

VISITING SEXUAL 
EXPLOITATION 

How Should Indonesia 
Strengthen Its Policies to Curb 

Sex Work in Response to Its 
Extramarital Sex Criminalization   

by  
Jason Hung  

About the AUTHOR

Jason Hung is a final-year PhD in Sociology candidate at the 
University of Cambridge. He is a columnist at The China Global 
South Project.   

About the BOOK
Similar to neighbouring Southeast Asian countries, Indonesia is, simultaneously, infamous for its 
prevailing sex tourism economy, sex industry and sex trafficking activities. On 6 December 2022, 
Indonesia's parliament passed the criminal code to criminalize extramarital sex. The anti-extramarital sex 
legalization was established to help reinforce Indonesia’s, following Islamic Law, stance of disallowing 
sexual behaviours beyond marital relationships. Those who engage in extramarital sex, per the criminal 
code, are sentenced to up to a year in prison.

This book responds to Indonesia’s latest legislation that passed the criminal code of criminalizing 
any act of extramarital sex. The formation of the arguments made in this book is based on the premise 
that, by criminalizing extramarital sex, the Indonesian government aims to, in part, crack down on 
the local prostitution industry to minimize any act of, child or not, sexual exploitation, prostitution and 
sex trafficking. The book presents how cracking down on the local or regional (i.e., Southeast Asian) 
prostitution industry cannot be accomplished by simply taking legislative actions.

The highlights of this book are the policymaking discourse on how local Indonesian policymakers 
should respond to such an unequal power of relations and the prevalence of sex work. The book, 
moreover, visits the anti-extramarital sex legislation in order to explain how the Indonesian government 
should endeavour to crack down on its domestic sex industry in order to uphold the values of human 
rights and lower the prevalence of the practice of commercial sex.

2024	 105 pp.	 BM629
Soft cover 978-981-5104-70-7	 S$28.23 (GST inclusive)* / S$25.90 / US$19.90

* GST inclusive price is for customers in Singapore
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PUTTING WOMEN UP 
Gender Equality and Politics in 

Myanmar 
edited by  

Netina Tan and Meredith L. Weiss 

About the EDITORS

Netina Tan is University Fellow and Associate Professor of 
Political Science at McMaster University, Canada. 
Meredith L. Weiss is Professor and Chair of Political Science 
in the Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy at the 
University at Albany, State University of New York, U.S.A. 

About the BOOK
For the duration of Myanmar’s experiment with electoral democracy, why did some women run for 
political office, and not others? What role did gatekeepers such as party leaders play in those decisions, 
and using what criteria in selecting candidates? How did experience of domestic violence or harassment 
affect women’s likelihood to participate in politics, especially beyond the local level? And what implications 
might these earlier patterns have for a post-coup Myanmar, should meaningful elections be restored?

The contributors to Putting Women Up: Gender Equality and Politics in Myanmar answer these 
questions by examining the internal politics of nine political parties in Myanmar and both men’s and 
women’s attitudes towards and experiences of political leadership. Drawing on extensive interview, 
survey, and focus-group discussion data collected from across Myanmar in 2017 and 2020, this book 
offers a mixed-methods approach to explain how factors from party rules to formative personal trauma 
to patriarchal biases to ethno-religious context shape women’s and men’s likelihood to join local and 
national politics. The findings expand on culturalist insights on gender inequality to provide context-
sensitive, evidence-backed policy recommendations to promote women’s political leadership, despite 
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